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Superintendent’s Message

Focusing on what
matters the most, kids
I enjoy visiting each of our schools in the
district and do so about once each month;
sometimes more, sometimes less. Each
visit is an important reminder to me about
what we do. “It’s all about the kids.”
Regardless of our position in the district,
these five simple words are what drive us.
The last portion of our Mission Statement
makes it clear as well, “…each student,
every day.”
Superintendent
While recently greeting kids arriving at
Andy Bellando
Robert Frost School there was a buzz in the
air. Some of it had to do with it being the
week before Memorial Day. After hearing conversation from a few kids
and seeing some dressed in clothes of a different era I realized it was also
the culmination of the annual Oregon Trail unit. This fourth grader project
is a staple of the school and once again resulted in a mezzanine full of
covered wagons and history artifacts. It was a wonder to view and a real
treat. The styles were extensive and every detail was included. I questioned a few students about what they had learned and they were quick
to explain this important piece of Oregon history. They were also excited
to “walk the Oregon Trail” on the fields of the school later in the day.

I share this experience because it is an example of what we do. Similar
examples are found daily at each of our 13 schools. Our purpose, every
day, is to deliver opportunities for each student to demonstrate authentic
growth. This is a steadfast task of every educator. And while I’m not a
classroom teacher any more, I am reminded of this priority during each
school visit. I see it in the kids and in the adults who are committed to
this growth.
As we approach the end of the school year, I’ve been thinking about both
the successes and challenges we’ve had. The successes far outweigh the
challenges due to the hard work and dedication of our teachers, classified
staff members, district office staff members, supervisors, and administrators. Each person has a genuine commitment to the kids. As they work
to adjust to a variety of changes and handle the day-to-day challenges
that come with a career in education, they never fail to make students a
priority.
This is what we do. I feel fortunate to work with such a passionate team
of educators.
I also feel fortunate to work for a school board with a vision of support
and growth for each student. Their volunteer leadership is such a valued part of this school district and will continue to be. I want to thank
our departing board members – Julie Norris, Owen Von Flue and David
Beeson for their valued commitment to this district.
It’s all about the kids. The more I experience this district the more I
witness these five simple words. Now, let’s finish the school year strong
and in classic Silver Falls fashion.

Ryan Wells – Happiness is not about money
Describing himself as humble and
humorous as well as diligent and
friendly, Ryan Wells said his favorite high school memory is when he
went to the Garth Brooks concert
and spent time with friends going to
dinner and walking around Portland.
The son of Mark and Deanna Wells,
Ryan plans to attend the Northwest
Lineman College in Meridian, Idaho.
“NLC is a trade school for electrical
lineman,” Ryan said. “It is only a
15-week program that will prepare
me for a four-year apprenticeship
program.”
Ryan was a member of the high
school football and wrestling teams.
When asked what one thing he
would change about high school,
Ryan said he wishes he would have
started hanging out more with his
friends.
“Freshmen through junior year our
group of friends didn’t hangout very
often,” Ryan said. “Senior year, we
finally started hanging out outside of
school and had lots of fun.”

Butte Creek
His advice to the freshman class is to
try new activities. Tryout for a new
sport or a new club.
“If you get cut from a sport, then try
a different one. You never know how
you will like it,” he said. “Join clubs
that interest you. I would definitely
recommend taking some shop classes. They will help you in the long
run. They teach skills that not everyone has the opportunity to learn at
home. And last but not least have
fun with high school.”
Ryan said his definition of success
has nothing to do with money and
everything to do with happiness.
“Money doesn’t make you feel
good,” Ryan said. “But having something or someone in your life that
makes you happy, that’s success.”
His favorite quote is by Garth
Brooks, who said, “You aren’t
wealthy until you have something
money can’t buy.”

“Money isn’t everything in life and a
prize possession shouldn’t be prized
because of how expensive it is,” Ryan
said. “It should be prized because it
means something to you. There are
many people in this world that have
a lot of money and no happiness and
then there are people with no money
and a lot of happiness.”

Shalyse Snook– Attitudes are contagious
Shalyse Snook’s definition of success
is “when all of your actions contribute towards your goals so everything
you do is for a reason.”
The daughter of Jason and Colette
Snook, Shalyse plans to attend
Chemeketa Community College for
two years and then transfer into a
dental hygiene program.

Pratum
it,” Shalyse said. “He has been a huge
help to me and I am really glad that I
got to have him as a teacher.”
Her favorite high school memories
were the state playoff football games.

Her school activities included swim
team, Link Crew, Interact Club, football stats and Concert Choir.

“It was so neat to see all of the community really show up and support
our school and so much fun to watch
the boys play their best,” she said.

She says the teacher who made the
most difference in her education was
Tom Steers.

Her favorite quote is by Anne Frank,
“Whoever is happy will make others
happy too.”

“Math has always been my least
favorite subject, but I decided to
take Pre Calc this year to challenge
myself,” she said.

“I really like this quote because
attitudes are definitely contagious,”
Shalyse said. “I love being around
people who are happy and smiling
because they put me in a good mood
too. I want to be someone who lifts
people up and makes their day better,” Shalyse said.

“Every morning, I go into Steers’
room and he has no problem
explaining a formula or a problem
to me three times in a row if that
what it takes for me to understand

Five years from now, Shalyse would

like to be graduated from college
with a good job. “I want to be in my
own house or apartment and hopefully married because I will want
to start having kids while I am still
young,” she said.

Kiera Hagler – Have fun, discover who you truly are
Kiera Hagler believes Silverton High School
is truly different from any other high
school.
“We have a little bit of everything here and
everyone gets along,” Kiera said. “There is
always someone there when you need it.”
Kiera said she believes bullying is basically
non-existent at SHS as well.
“Everyone sticks up for each other whether they know each other or not and that’s
what truly makes Silverton different,” Kiera
said. “Silverton High School is a family.”
The daughter of Kori and Greg Hagler,
Kiera plans to attend Clackamas
Community College for two years and then
transfer to a four-year college.
Her high school activities included Link
Crew leader, cross country, track and field
and swim team – for which she was the
team captain – spirit games and Powder
Puff football.

Scotts Mills
Describing herself as loud, enthusiastic and
determined, Kiera said she would like to
say she handles stress by taking the challenge head on or works to accomplish the
task.
“But speaking truthfully, I usually go home,
eat some food, watch some Netflix, and
take a nap,” she said. “Then at the last
procrastinating minute I will finish the
challenge.”
Her advice for next year’s freshmen would
be to be OK with who you are.
“I would tell the incoming freshmen that
being unique and individual is a good
thing,” Kiera said. “So many students try to
copy what’s cool instead of doing what they
love. Stop caring about whether people will
look at you different and have some fun

discovering who you truly are. You will
enjoy life so much more through that
perspective.”
The advice she would give herself five years
from now is to continue to focus on what
she loves and strive to achieve goals.
“I’d tell myself to stay happy, spontaneous,
and never lose my sense of adventure.
Being an adult doesn’t mean I have to
become dull or color inside the lines. I’d
remind myself to stay unique and never
give up on what I want to accomplish.”
Kiera believes success is discovering what
you are passionate about and pursuing that
passion with all your heart.
“Success is when you realize that happiness is determined by what you strive to
accomplish and not what society says you
should do,” Kiera said. “Do what makes
you happy, and if you make others happy
in the process, then I’d say you’re pretty
successful.”

Danika Hendriksen – The passion to learn the key to success
During her junior year, Danika Hendriksen
was an exchange student in Northern Italy.
“I have always had a passion to travel,” she
said. “The world is way too small to stay in
one place.”
By learning the language and culture of
Italy and having the opportunity to travel to
other European countries, Danika said she
discovered the world is a lot smaller than
she thought.
“People who live thousands of miles away
from one another have the same human
characteristics,” she said. “They have
compassion, kindness and many other
similar traits. When we try to separate people into different groups, we forget that. We
forget we are all the same in many ways.”
The daughter of DiNae and Ray
Hendriksen, Danika plans to work for the
Oregon Department of Forestry as a wild
fire suppression specialist this summer and
attend Oregon State University in Bend in

Bethany
the fall. After she receives a degree in tourism and outdoor leadership, she would like
to live in a foreign country.
Describing herself as motivated, adventurous, determined and original, Danika said
she thinks there is too much emphasis on
testing in high school. And too often once a
student takes a test, she forgets the material.
“I think there should be more of an emphasis on learning to learn,” she said. “I think
high school should also be more about
helping students discover what they are
passionate about learning.”
Since she was little, Danika has had a passion to learn, always asking questions and
asking why. She’s grateful to her grandparents for taking her on the reenactment of
The Oregon Trail one summer and her parents for encouraging her to read and learn.

“My parents have put up with a lot of my
questions,” she said.
Her advice to next year’s senior class is that
it will all work out in the end. “There were
times I was stressed because I had to cram
four years of school into three because of
being a foreign exchange student,” she said.
“I had a couple panic moments but my
mom reminded me that it will all work out
in the end and it will be OK and if it wasn’t
OK, we’d find a way to fix it.”
A member of the swim team, Danika said
her favorite high school memory was the
last day of the district meet this year. “I
broke my personal record in the 500-freestyle by swimming it in 6 minutes, 29 seconds,” she said. “Besides training for swim
team, I was working, volunteer firefighting
training and had school work. This breakthrough moment showed me I have the
power and the will to accomplish my goals.”

Jensen Almquist – Good, better, best makes for a great work ethic
Jensen Almquist’s favorite quote is from
San Antonio Spurs forward Tim Duncan,
who said, “Good, better, best. Never let it
rest until your good is better and your better is best.”
“I think this is a great work ethic,” he said.
“It is so important to keep improving in
everything you do and never give up.”
The son of Curtis Almquist and Renee
Almquist-Hunter, Jensen plans to attend
Chemeketa Community College through
the Chemeketa Scholars program, then
transfer to Oregon State University to pursue a degree in engineering.
His school activities include working in
the high school technology department for
four years editing video for SCAN-TV.

Silverton
Christian
Describing himself as honest, dependable,
nerdy and musical, Jensen said his definition of success is surrounding himself with
the people you love and the people who
care about you.
His advice to the Class of 2016 – stay on
top of what they need to do to graduate.
“Don’t slack off in classes when you are so
close,” he said.
His advice to the incoming freshmen is to
try to see all of the homework and stress
“isn’t as bad as it looks.”
If he were the high school principal, he

would allow more training opportunities for instructors teaching Advanced
Placement classes.
His favorite teacher was Mr. Visser at
Silverton Christian School. Jensen shared
how he taught him to take charge and to
start accepting some responsibility in his
life.
“He held me accountable for what I did, or
didn’t do, and taught me how to mature,
yet always made everything fun,” Jensen
said.
“Having an adult that believes in you
enough to devote much of their time to
your success in life is an amazing thing,
and at a young age the confidence a teacher
can give to a student may last a lifetime.”
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Matthew Peters – Dedication, determination, support matter
Matthew Peters could have quit. Decided,
enough was enough. But he didn’t.

Evergreen

me, especially since we won the state championship. He is such a great role model and
a phenomenal human being!”

And if you ask his teammates, they will say
Matthew was a key factor in the team
winning the 5A boys basketball state
championship on March 13.

boys basketball, four years of tennis, two
years of National Honor Society, Mr. SHS
contestant and Prom King 2015.

Matthew said Mr. Brueckner made a difference by challenging him to study and put
effort into getting good grades.

Both his junior and his senior year,
his teammates voted him “The Most
Inspirational Player.”

He has many treasured high school memories but the best one was winning the state
basketball championship.

Acknowledging not making the team his
freshmen and sophomore years as times
he failed, he also said it made him determined to make it next time and to show
the coaches how much time he had spent
getting better.

“All of the guys are world-class and everyone worked so hard and put in so much
effort. It was the culmination of a dream,”
he said.

“He taught me how to study and that
studying every night will be a key strategy
in college,” Matthew said. “Mr. Brueckner
also helped me realize that I actually like
science, because the way that he teaches it
makes it interesting. Both of these legendary teachers believed in me and made a
huge impact in my life. By believing in me
that helped me develop my character and
boost my confidence.”

“They ended up letting me on because they
felt bad for me, not because I was good.
This will help me later in life because life
is filled with disappointments, but if I just
keep truckin’ along I will survive, even if
the outcome is not what I would like to
see,” Matthew said.
The son of Drs. Tim and Sarah Peters,
Matthew plans to attend George Fox
University in the fall.
His school activities include two years of

Matthew said he has had many great teachers at Evergreen and SHS.
“Steve Roth and Jim Brueckner have made
the biggest differences in my life,” he said.
“Mr. Roth has taught me so many life
lessons in his weekly ‘sermons’ as he calls
them. His sermons have content that is life
applicable, and since he is a history teacher
lots of them involve learning from history.
Additionally, it was Mr. Roth, along with
Coach Shryock, that decided to let me on
the basketball team which is hands down
the best thing that has ever happened to

What Matthew would share about Silverton
High School is that it feels like a family.
“The teachers care about you, keep tabs on
your work and care about you as a person,”
Matthew said.
“The student body for the most part is
very friendly and spirited. People ask you
how your day is going, or how your school
activities have been going, even if they may
not know you very well. Everyone is just

really friendly and it gives the high school a
very homey feel. I am not sure what other
high schools are like, but am almost positive that the people at Silverton High are
some of the nicest in the nation.”

Jeremy and Richard Chernabaeff – Great memories and lessons from football
Jeremy Chernabaeff’s definition of success
is simple.
“Work hard and put forth all your focus
and energy,” he said. “If you look back and
see that you have put all your physical and
mental strength into that task, and even
though you failed, you succeeded because
you learned and became a stronger person
from it. Everybody is human, we make
mistakes, we fail, we stumble, but it is how
someone recovers and fights to climb the
mountain that defines true success.”

Silver Crest

Richard Chernabaeff definition of success is when a person can look back at the
moments in his life and see how much he
has improved or accomplished.
“It’s knowing that you can see the difference between where you started and where
you are now,” he said.
The son of Jeremy and Onya Chernabaeff,
Richard plans to attend Fresno State
College in California.

Describing himself as inspirational, comical,
dependable and competitive, Jeremy said
his favorite high school memories came
from playing on the football team.

He appreciates all his teachers and coaches but credits four coaches and teachers
for making a difference in his life: John
Mannion, Grant Piros, Josh Craig and Craig
Rankin.
“They helped me become the person I am
today,” Jeremy said. “They taught me that
with a hard-work ethic and integrity you
can accomplish what you put your mind
to.”
If he could change one thing about
Silverton High, it would be adding a
lacrosse team.

And for next year’s seniors, his advice is
simple. “Enjoy it. Senior year has been the
best year of high school for me, so just keep
on working hard and before you even know
it, you will be graduating.”

Richard Chernabaeff

The son of Jeremy and Onya Chernabaeff,
Jeremy plans to work part-time while
attending college. He played on the high
school football team that took second in
state.

“The whole experience: practices, the
games, and being part of a great team
and program,” Jeremy said. “I will forever
remember the memories and jokes that only
my teammates and coaches in the program
can truly understand.”

freshman year felt like it was yesterday and
now I will be graduating in a few weeks.”

Describing himself as inspirational, devoted, hardworking and responsible, Richard
played on the Fox football team.

Jeremy Chernabaeff

“I wish that Silverton would have a lacrosse
team because it closely resembles football
and I believe before long Silverton can excel
at it just like every other sport,” he said.
He has advice for both next year’s senior
class and incoming freshman class.
For the freshmen, he highly recommends
participating in a sport, club, theater or
band.
“You meet new friends that you would have
thought you would never meet,” he said.
“It makes the transition to high school way
easier and it makes high school worth going
to. Take advantage of everyday because

“My favorite high school memory is playing on a great football team with the best
coaches and teammates.” Richard said. “I
had four awesome years playing football
for Silverton and made a lot of good friends
along the way.”
If he is asked about Silverton, he said he
would share how much the community
supports the high school.
“From sporting events, theatre, band, and
other high school activities, the Silverton
community is a huge part of Silverton High
School. The town of Silverton has the best
community in the state,” he said.
His advice on how to deal with stress is to
spend time doing something you enjoy.
“That allows me to work the stress out or
figure out how to deal with it,” he said. “If

Richard Chernabaeff

it’s about homework or a test, it helps to
finish your homework on time and study
long enough so I don’t stress over the test.
If the stress is about something I can’t
resolve, I usually go on a run, workout or
take a nap.”
He also has some advice for next year’s
seniors and freshmen. To the freshmen:
enjoy high school.
“It’s hard and you have a lot of school work
and stress,” he said, “but you’re only in high
school once so make the most of it. You will
remember it for the rest of your life.”
To the seniors: have fun, make memories
with their friends and get involved with
school activities. ‘
“Your high school experiences only come
around once in your life,” he said. “Don’t
forget to get good grades and graduate.”
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Samantha Cross– Imagine, adapt, create and engage
If anyone was looking for Samantha Cross,
they knew she was likely to be in one place
at Silverton High School.
“I practically live in the art wing,” she said.
“I am the president of the Silver Masked
Thespian Society and spend countless
hours in the theater. I am a member of two
choirs: Concert Choir and Choralaires.
And I am always looking for a blank piece
of paper to draw on or a fresh block of clay
to get into.”
Add to her busy schedule, she also was a
member of the cross country team.
The daughter of Erik and Paula Cross,
Samantha plans to attend the University of
Oregon in the fall.
Teachers who made a difference in her
life include her parents, Her dad teaches
at Silverton High and her mom at Eugene
Field.
“Though they have high expectations of
me, they have always been there ready to
give their support in all of my decisions,”

Mark Twain
Samantha said. “They have believed in
me when I didn’t even believe in myself.
They have taught me not to take my education for granted. It is from them where
I acquired my thirst to learn as much as I
can.”
Describing herself as dedicated, outgoing,
thoughtful and passionate, Samantha has
some advice for both next year’s senior
class and the incoming freshmen.
“My advice to incoming freshmen is to
meet as many people as you can,” she said.
“That is my biggest regret in high school;
not getting to know more people. There are
so many interesting people in this school
and you’ll miss out on all of them if you
don’t take the time to get out of your comfort zone and start a conversation.”
She advises the seniors to not “check out.”
“Don’t get so caught up in the excitement

of the future that you forget about your
school work, your friends and the activities
that you love to do. Enjoy every minute of
it because it flies by,” she said.
Her definition of success doesn’t involve a
lot of money.
“All I want in life is to live comfortably and
happily,” she said. “I want to make a difference in people’s lives and to help as many
people as I can.”
Her favorite quote is from Albert Einstein
who said, “The true sign of intelligence is
not knowledge, it’s imagination.” “The reason this is my favorite quote is that
no matter that tests in school demand you
to memorize a whole bunch of facts, they
do not determine your intelligence,” she
said. “We may not be good at everything,
but we’re all good at least one thing, and
it’s that one thing that we have to offer to
the world. And it’s our ability to adapt and
create new things that allows us to thrive as
a society.”

Savannah Sinn – Enjoy life

Janelle Kuenzi – Share in enthusiasm

Savannah Sinn’s definition of success is
when “you are completely content with
your life and don’t feel the need to change
a single thing.”

With so much spirit and enthusiasm,
Janelle Kuenzi said it was an honor to be a
part of the Silverton High student body.
Describing the school as well-rounded,
Janelle said it is not only strong in academics but also in sports and organizations like
FFA and FBLA.

The daughter of Dean and Heidi Sinn,
Savannah plans to attend Chemeketa
Community College for two years and then
transfer to Western Oregon University to
earn a degree in elementary teaching and
Spanish.

“It makes me proud how many different
areas we excel at,” Janelle said. “Other than
competition, we are a very generous community. Whenever there is a community
service effort taking place at our school,
everyone always goes above and beyond
expectations.”

Her high school activities included cross
country, Choralaires, Concert Choir,
Interact club, Future Business Leaders of
America, National Honor Society and soccer.

The daughter of Harvey and Jennifer
Kuenzi, Janelle plans to attend Chemeketa
Community College in the fall to study
accounting. Her school activities were FFA
and National Honor Society.

Her advice for next year’s freshmen: take
classes in areas you have never explored.
“You never know what you might end up
enjoying, and you may find some hidden
talents,” Savannah said. “
Also, it’s important to be open-minded
because you’re going to meet all kinds of
new people and have many new experiences.”
Her advice for the Class of 2016 is to thoroughly enjoy their senior year.
“It goes by so fast, so enjoy every part of it
and make lots of memories,” she said.
Throughout her school years, one teacher
in particular stands out for having had a
big impact on her.
“That is my first grade teacher from
Central Howell, Mrs. Sparks,” Savannah
said. “She was always so kind and was truly
invested in her students. She is one of the
reasons I first wanted to become an
elementary school teacher.”
With a busy schedule, Savannah said one
way she handles stressful situations is to
prepare for the task – such as a test – as
much as she can.
“Once I’ve done so and the matters are out

Her favorite high school memory is the
minibus rides to and from state FFA conventions.

Central Howell
of my hands, I do things that I enjoy like
hiking or going on bike rides. It relaxes me
and improves my mood,” she said..
Describing herself as creative, caring and
curious, Savannah describes Silverton High
as a “great school with a good environment
and where people watch out for one another.”
Some of her favorite high school memories
are the SHS spirit games that happen every
spring.
“They are entertaining and really bring the
classes together,” Savannah said. “Between
the sporting competitions, the dances, and
the assemblies, it’s a fun way to raise school
spirit and get kids more involved.”

“Everyone is either pumped about convention or still hyped from it and low on sleep
on the way home,” Janelle said. “With a
bunch of my closest friends, music and an
FFA advisor behind the wheel, it got a little
crazy. Really, anything with FFA is worth
remembering, but these bus rides are extra
memorable.”
Her advice to incoming freshmen is to
become involved and find their “home
away from home” at the high school.
She encourages students to take advantage
of the opportunities that not only prepare
them for the future, but create lasting
memories and friendships.
“I personally would recommend joining
FFA to anyone. It is not exclusively farmers
as many think, but builds premier leadership, personal growth and career success
for everyone regardless of your background,” Janelle said. “Besides that, it’s a
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Victor Point
blast and I wish everyone could experience
what I have through the FFA organization.”
Janelle shared her favorite quote that
describes her approach to life: “Don’t stress
the could haves. If it should have, it would
have.”
“I don’t see a point in wasting my time
worrying about things that are either over
and done with or out of my control,” she
said. “Things don’t always work out the
way we want them to, but there’s a reason
for everything. I like a lot of quotes, but I
think this one covers a lot of ground. With
that in mind, it’s a lot easier to be productive and make the most of our opportunities.”
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