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Superintendent’s Message

Education for a lifetime
Learning to do.
Doing to learn.
Earning to live.
Living to serve.
I learned these unassuming and enduring
phrases in my agriculture class when I was
a freshman in high school. I’ve never forgotten them or the influence of the teacher
who taught them to me.
Superintendent
This is the motto of the National FFA
Andy Bellando
Organization and should sound familiar
to many people in the Silver Falls School
District. Read each line a second time and
let it sink in. I am impressed how these four short phrases so accurately
define a plan for lifelong fulfillment to self and others. They really apply
to everyone.

From March 20-23 about 2,000 FFA members, advisors and others will
attend the annual State FFA Convention at Silverton High School. The FFA
convention has never been held at our high school before this year. Our
quality facilities combined with the welcoming feeling in our district make
SHS an ideal host. Convention sessions, competitions and other activities
are scheduled each day. When not at the convention, you will see these
focused and well-behaved high school students at local restaurants, stores
or in the area. Some are commuting each day from their home communities, while many will stay at motels in Silverton, Salem or Woodburn.
The FFA chapter at Silverton High School is a lot like our school district.
It is taught by talented educators and is comprised of a cross-section of
students who come from each elementary school. They work together to
allow opportunities for each student to achieve at the highest levels possible. Actually, the same could be said of all high school activities -- drama,
FBLA, Interact Club, music, athletics, Las Aquilas Club and so many others.
Each contributes to the high school culture of acceptance and they provide
opportunities for anyone to be involved. This approach works. It is also
central to who we are as a district – Moving Forward, Together and in the
best interest of each student at every school.
Students are influenced by educators who nurture their growth and create
opportunities for success. My high school agriculture teacher did so for
me. I congratulate all of the Silver Falls employees who were recently
recognized as educators of the year at the Silverton First Citizen Banquet.
They include Dan Magee, Campus Security at SHS; Mary Dixon, cook
at Victor Point; Kriston Norris, special needs assistant at Eugene Field;
Steve Roth, social studies teacher at SHS; Daniel Jamsa, science teacher
at Mark Twain; Stephanie Lovrien, teacher at Eugene Field and Sherrie
Bean, teacher at Robert Frost. As a bonus, our own Jim Brueckner of SHS
was celebrated as the recipient of the community Lifetime Achievement
Award. These and all of our educators understand the value of their influence and what it means in the life of a student. Not unlike the FFA, our
district provides life-impacting experiences at each school, every day.
Please join me as we welcome our visiting FFA members from across the
state of Oregon. For a short period of time these students will experience
our fine school district and what makes us so proud.

Jake Johnson, top, left, Janelle Kuenzi and Kaitlyn Towery; front, Leanne Kuenzi, Austin Kuenzi and Carson Zollinger

FFA blue coats coming in March
If you were to ask community members about Silverton
High School’s speech team, drama club or football team,
chances are they could tell you something about each
group and what it does.
Ask people about the FFA and you might hear it stands
for Future Farmers of America and what they do is “farming stuff.”
And that would be the wrong answer. FFA encompasses
much, much more.

Silverton High
While school will be out for all district students on March
20. Silverton High School’s FFA members will be busy
hosting the 87th annual Oregon Association of FFA state
convention which runs that Friday to Monday, March 23
at the high school.
Continued on page 2

Kindergarteners face new expectations
If you want to understand how much the curriculum and
expectations for kindergarten students has changed in the
last several years, ask Abby Bruner.
A kindergarten teacher for 13 years at Eugene Field
Elementary School and mother of five, Bruner’s oldest
daughter is in the eighth grade and youngest son is in
preschool.
“When Natalie was in kindergarten, there was more
social pieces to the schedule. There was more art and
more fluff. Kindergarten was an introduction to school. It
was a good base to begin learning the letters and sounds.
By the end of kindergarten, Natalie wasn’t fluently reading,” Bruner said. “There wasn’t any homework like there
is now.”
With the new federal and state requirements, Bruner said

Eugene Field
what a kindergarten student needs to learn now is what a
first grader had to know when Natalie was that age.
“Everything has increased,” Bruner said.
She said kindergarten students will need to know their
alphabet – both capital and lowercase letters – out of
sequence; be able to blend vowels and consonants; read
35 sight words; count to 100 and subtract and add up to
the number 5.
“In preschool, Quinton is learning his letters and sounds
and beginning to blend them. He is learning sight words,”
Bruner said.
Continued on page 2

Teachers see need for move to all-day kindergarten
Continued from page 1

taken out of kindergarten. Glance around
Bruner’s or Guyer’s classroom and you’ll
notice less student artwork and more academic posters such as sight words and the
daily schedule.

The increased rigorous standards are one
reason Bruner and kindergarten teacher
Nicole Guyer are both looking forward to
teaching all-day kindergarten starting in
the fall of 2015. Guyer’s daughter will also
start kindergarten in the fall.

“Some of the things that made kindergarten
special such as art and music and free play
time, the teachers haven’t had time to do,”
Hannan said.

“I am excited to be able to have more
time with the students,” Guyer said. “It
will be time to help kids who didn’t go to
preschool catch up and for all students to
have more time for art, science and social
science lessons.”
On a recent February morning, students
in Guyer’s class were working at different
math stations. Noticing it was time for students to line up to leave for the day, Guyer
was disappointed students didn’t get to visit
every station.
“With a half day of school, there isn’t
enough time to get done everything we
need to do,” Guyer said.
To prepare for the 2015-16 school year,
the kindergarten teachers at Eugene Field
have been visiting with the kindergarten
teacher at Scotts Mills, where they are in
their second year of all-day kindergarten.
They are learning how to create a schedule
that works for the students. For example,
academics in the morning, and art, PE and
music in the afternoon.
Eugene Field Principal Jennifer Hannan

“We want students to love coming to
school and to love learning. Kindergarten is
where that starts.”

Kindergarten students have to ram a lot of learning into a half day right now.

said some adjustments will have to be made
to accommodate all-day kindergarten. She
needs to find three more classrooms to
have six classes of 20 or fewer kindergarten
students.

the last minute that they have to leave,”
Hannan said.

Guyer and Bruner also are looking forward
to all-day kindergarten to help students
who didn’t attend preschool. They both
have had students start kindergarten without knowing the alphabet, how to hold
a book, or how to follow directions in
class. Those students, they agreed, start off
behind academically. The extra time during
the day will allow them to get caught up so
they don’t continue to fall behind.

Hannan is also looking forward to having
all-day kindergarten. With the state standards increasing, Hannan said teachers
need more time to work with students.

“Two hours and twenty minutes a day is
not enough time to teach the students the
skills they need as well as allow them to
have positive experiences in school. We
need to have all-day kindergarten so students get the skills they need to succeed in
school and to have great experiences.”

While they know the first few weeks will
be an adjustment for the kindergarten students, the teachers also believe in the long
run all-day kindergarten is what’s best for
students.

“The students come into the classroom
and they get to work and they work until

Hannan, Bruner and Guyer have all
heard from parents that the fun has been

“It will be an adjustment at first but it will
be great. The students will be successful.”

“We are so excited about full-day kindergarten,” Guyer said.

Silverton High welcomes state FFA convention March 20 - 23
Continued from page 1

The Oregon FFA State convention is held each spring. Past
and present FFA members gather to compete in a variety of
leadership events. The convention also provides opportunities to learn what other chapters are doing as well as attend
seminars.
Hosting the convention will allow the community to see
what FFA members do and learn it’s about more than
farming.
“FFA is a youth organization within agricultural education
that changes lives and prepares students for premier leadership, personal growth and career success,” according to the
Oregon FFA website.
Created in 1928 as Future Farmers of America, the name
was changed to FFA in 1988 to represent the growing
diversity of agriculture.
“Today, FFA continues to help the next generation rise up
to meet new agricultural challenges by helping members
develop their own unique talents and explore their interests
in a broad range of career pathways. Members prepare for
careers as biologists, chemists, veterinarians, engineers and
entrepreneurs.”
“FFA does have an agriculture component to it but it
also teaches students skills they could use at any business,
including job interviews and public speaking,” said Austin
Kuenzi, who is Silverton High School’s FFA sentinel.
And just like the speech or athletic teams, FFA has qualifying competitions for members to reach the state convention.
In February, Silverton High School industrial arts and FFA
advisor Sarah McArthur said FFA students will continue
to compete in preliminary competitions before the state
convention.

The students thus far who have qualified for the state competition are:

attending. She estimated guests spend around $300 per person over the course of three days.

Parliamentary Procedure Team: Monte Martin, Austin
Kuenzi, Carson Zollinger, Molly Stadeli, Lucas Brown and
Naylen Scharer.

The Silverton FFA officers have been busy meeting with
local businesses, the Silverton Chamber of Commerce’s
Merchant Group and residents near the high school to
let them know what to expect and to make sure they have
enough supplies and food to accommodate the FFA members and their families.

Creed Speaking: Holly Kuenzi
Extemporaneous Speaking: Gerald Beard
Advanced Public Speaking: Adrienne Metzger
Sophomore Public Speaking: Leanne Kuenzi
McArthur said Silverton High School’s Vet Science Team
won the state contest and will compete at the national FFA
convention in October. The team members are Katelyn
Brazelton, Ericka Fitch, Ashleigh Main and Jasmine Hill.
Silverton High School FFA officers Austin Kuenzi, Carson
Zollinger, Janelle Kuenzi, Leanne Kuenzi, Jake Johnson and
Kaitlyn Towery agreed it’s an honor to be able to host the
convention. High school FFA chapters submit a bid to have
it at their school. Last March, it was held at Mountain View
High School in Bend.
Not only will having the convention at Silverton High be a
way to promote what FFA does, it will also be an economic
benefit to Silverton and surrounding communities.
“It’s a big deal to have the state convention at your school,”
Janelle Kuenzi said. “It’s a chance to show visitors our
school and our town and a chance to show people in
Silverton more about FFA and what it does.”
“We are looking forward to having everyone here and putting Silverton on the map,” Jake Johnson added.
McAuthur estimates guests to Silverton could add up to $2
million in tourism revenue during the event.
There are 105 FFA chapters with about 2,000 people

“We let them know 2,000 people will be visiting Silverton,”
Jake Johnson said. “Local businesses should be prepared to
get a lot of customers during that time.”
McAuthur said the days will be packed with activities
including keynote speakers, competitions, lectures and
tours to nearby farms and businesses. The students also will
perform one volunteer activity at The Oregon Garden. The
students are looking forward to attending a free concert by
Silverton resident and Nashville recording artist Ben Rue
on Saturday night at the Mt. Angel Festhalle.
The Silverton FFA officers said they are grateful for the
support they have received from sponsors and community
members who are helping to organize the conference.
Silverton High School Principal Mark Hannan said it’s
always a “privilege for me to show other communities the
emphasis Silverton has placed on educating our youth.
Silverton High School’s FFA program has a proud tradition
and our CTE facility has allowed our students to compete
at the state and national levels.”
FFA Advisor Scott Towery said having the convention at
Silverton High is a chance to let the community know how
important FFA is.
“It is also a chance to see what great kids are in FFA,” he
said. “They are respectful and polite. FFA members are positive role models in their school, community and state.”
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Goofy, crazy lessons add a little zip to learning
Whenever Jackie Renoud stops by the
office to share an idea for an upcoming
school assembly or event, Robert Frost
Elementary School Principal Kirstin
Jorgenson becomes a little anxious.
And she has every reason to be nervous.
In the past, Jorgenson has had to kiss
a pig, endure a food fight with expired
food and stifle the giggles as she has
watched her fellow staff members endure
their share of playing a role in one of
Renoud’s schemes.
Neither Jorgenson or the Robert Frost
staff members mind doing something a
little “crazy” because they all know it’s
for a good cause – from purchasing computer equipment for their school to collecting 3,600 pounds of food for Silverton
Area Community Aid.
Plus the staff members at Robert Frost
know behind every bit of fun, there is a
lesson – something the students need to
learn to succeed in either the classroom
or life.
“She takes life and she makes things real
for the students,” Jorgenson said. “She’s
is able to bring in those lessons that are
important for students to learn.”
The school’s librarian and technology specialist, Renoud shies away from any attention placed on her and what she does for
the school.
“I couldn’t do any of this if we didn’t have
such a great and supportive staff,” Renoud
said.

Teacher Jackie Renoud and Principal Kirstin Jorgenson allowed students to toss expired food at them after the students met a goal on the number of pounds of food gathered for SACA.

Robert Frost
and sixth grade students will be excited
about it.
At a school assembly in February, Renoud
presented the school goals for the annual
Read-A-Thon.

But the former fourth grade teacher
understands students in this age range and
knows what it takes to get them motivated
and eager to participate in a school fundraiser or event.

If the student body collected $6,500, they
would get to smash a pie in Renoud’s face.
If they earned $7,000, staff members Wes
Holman, Darren Goff and Kyle Henderson
would place their faces in Jello, and for
$7,500, Alex Keller could be duct taped to
the pole at recess.

Renoud knows the goofier and sillier the
challenge is, the more likely fourth, fifth

“If we raise $8,000, Mrs. Jorgenson kisses
some sort of animal,” Renoud said, hinting

she may find a snake or something else that
might cause Jorgenson to squirm.
And while she aims to make activities fun
so all students will want to participate, she
also makes sure students understand they
have to participate if they want to enjoy the
fun.
At the assembly, Renoud was honest with
the sixth grade students. She told them she
understands some of them may be thinking
why should they raise money for the school
when they are moving on to junior high.
She shared two points – the first, the
importance of leaving a legacy.
She shared how it took many years to raise
the money to purchase the new playground
equipment.
Then she gave them a carrot, promising
if they raised a certain amount of money,
they would be able to use it for a sixthgrade end of year celebration – such as
going on the beach trip.
For all students, she said, if someone
doesn’t participate in the Read-a-Thon, he
or she wouldn’t be invited to attend the allschool assembly.
Renoud said it’s about teaching kids there
are consequences – both good and bad
– for actions. Also, they can’t expect to
receive if they don’t give.
“This is the first year we have done this,
but we want to show kids the importance
of giving back,” she said.
Jorgenson said there are many activities
Renoud does for the school and students.
For Veterans’ Day, she had students
who had a relative who had served in the
military raise their hands and write the
person’s name on the hand. For staff members, she gave them a star to write the person’s name. With the hands to create the
stripes, she created an American flag.

Jackie Renoud helps a student with a technology lesson.

Renoud is the advisor for the school’s

Battle of the Books team, attends all the
PCC meetings and does a dozen other
things, Jorgenson said.
Whether she’s teaching a computer and
technology skills class or helping a student
discover a new author, Renoud said she
tries to make the library a relaxing and
enjoyable place. A look around reveals a
comfortable reading area, a snack jar and
lots of colorful posters.
Renoud finds ways for students to be
involved. Students in her computer classes
learn how to create PowerPoint presentations, and how to embed a video in a
presentation.
On average, Renoud said, she reads about
50 books a year and tries to keep up with
the latest popular series.
“The students this age love fantasy books
and historical fiction books,” she said.
Library Assistant Lorna Winters said
Renoud’s energy and enthusiasm for her
job comes from her love of life and her love
of students.
“Technology and what’s popular for students to read changes fast but Jackie is able
to keep up with it,” Winters said.
“She has made the library a place where
students want to be. It’s no longer a place
they have to be quiet or can’t talk. There is
an energy that can be found here. Jackie’s
love of books and of reading is contagious.”
Renoud said she enjoys talking with a student to learn what he has read in the past
and what he likes and then helping him
find a book he may like.
When asked how it’s possible for her to
have so much on her plate, Renoud said
she tries to plan it so when she completes
one project, the next one starts.
She said she knows if she’s having fun with
what she’s doing, so will her students.
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Mandatory meeting for middle school students
“High school is done in a blink of an eye.”

Mark Twain

Ask Bruce Elliott.
He can tell you how true it is. As he watches his son Aaron
prepare to graduate from Silverton High School and take
the next step, Elliott knows how accurate the saying is.
As the school counselor at Mark Twain Middle School, he
also knows middle school students and their parents are
probably focused on a lot of things right now, and preparing for high school probably isn’t at the top of their list.
Notice to the Class of 2019 – now’s the time.
It’s particularly important for all middle school students
and their parents to attend a mandatory meeting Monday,
March 2 at the Silverton High School auditorium. It starts
at 5:30 p.m. for Mark Twain students and parents and
repeats at 6:30 p.m. for those at rural schools.
Elliott said all students received the Silverton High School
Curriculum Guide for 2015-16 as well as a forecast sheet
and a list of what classes are required freshman year and
what classes are needed to graduate.
“Parents need to read pages 9 and 10 because it talks about
what their student needs to graduate,” he emphasized.
Elliott encourages all parents and students to talk about the
forecast sheet and decide on a high school path, including
a decision on whether the student will take accelerated or
regular classes. He also said it’s important for students to
take a class they think will be interesting.
Now, he said, is the time to try a cooking, art, computer
science or drama class.
He also encourages families to talk about the activities
offered at the high school. Parents may need to be prepared
to pay for some classes or class materials.
“There really is something for everyone,” Elliot said, adding
there are athletic and speech teams, drama and music, various clubs from leadership to FFA and more.

Mandatory meeting
Monday, March 2

5:30 p.m. for Mark Twain students and parents
6:30 p.m. for rural students and parents
Silverton High School Auditorium

The biggest challenges he has seen middle school students
face is going from a smaller school to the high school –
even for Mark Twain students.
“For many middle school students, the only parts of the
high school they have seen are the gym and the auditorium,” Elliott said. “The mandatory parent session includes a
tour of the school. It’s important for students to feel comfortable about where they are going.”
One of the biggest mistakes parents make when their students enter high school is thinking they are done with participating in their child’s education.
Actually, Elliott said, it’s important for parents to be
involved in the school.
“High school is the time when students begin to take ownership of what they are doing and they learn the time management and organizational skills they need to succeed,” he
said.
“It’s still important for parents to discuss their child’s classes with them, check their grades and make sure their child
is on track to graduate.”
Elliott also knows eighth-graders can tend to get a case of
spring fever – a time when some students may not worry

about turning in homework.
“It’s important for students to finish strong and finish
well,” Elliott said. “They need to remember to play all 32
minutes of the game and not coast in the fourth quarter.”
Elliott said some parents may think because this is their
second, third or sixth kid entering high school that they
don’t need to attend the mandatory meeting.
“It may not be new for you, but it will be new for your student,” he said, adding it’s important students know their
parents support them. He knows students are nervous
about making the move.
“It’s a little scary for them to go to high school, but it’s also
exciting,” Elliott said. “This meeting is the first step for
them.”
Silverton High School Principal Mark Hannan said it’s
imperative that incoming ninth grade students recognize
that high school is very different than elementary and middle school.
“The ‘credit’ system is difficult for some students to adapt
to,” he said. “At Silverton High School, we encourage parents to be as involved as possible in their student’s high
school experience.”
At Mark Twain Middle School, students have an AG or
advisory group teacher who they have for both seventh and
eighth grades. At Silverton High School, students will have
an AG teacher all four years.
“They will be with the same group of students all four years
too,” Elliott said. “AG provides a good support group.”
Elliott encourages parents to remind their students that
even though high school is a little bigger, there are still
many adults eager to lend a hand and offer support. All
they have to do is ask.

The Bulletin Board . . .
Kindergarten Round-up
Schools in the Silver Falls School District
will be hosting kindergarten round-ups
this spring. It’s important for parents and
their incoming kindergarten student to
attend so the school can get an estimate
of how many students to expect in the
fall as well as give parents an idea of
what to expect and how to prepare their
student for kindergarten.
Bethany Charter, Thursday, May 21 at
12:30 p.m. 503-873-4300
Butte Creek, Thursday, April 30 at 7 p.m.
503-829-6803
Central Howell, Monday, April 6 at 12:30
p.m. 503-873-4818
Eugene Field, Tuesday, April 7 at 6:30
p.m. 503-873-6341
Evergreen, Thursday, May 7 at 1 p.m.
503-873-4845
Pratum, See Central Howell.
503-362-8812
Scotts Mills, Thursday, April 30 at 2 p.m.
503-873-4394

Silver Crest – During the month of May
new kindergartners will be invited to
attend class for 2-hour sessions. Parents
will have to call and schedule their times.
503-873-4428

ton High School

seniors’ graduation party.

Mary Dixon, cook at Victor Point

Victor Point, Wednesday, May 6 at 1
p.m. 503-873-4987

Certified staff members:

Sherrie Bean, teacher at Robert Frost

The tournament begins at 9 a.m. Saturday, April 4 at Silverton High School and
ends when a champion is crowned.
Even if you don’t want to participate,
come and support your favorite team.
Admission for adults is $5 and $3 for kids.
There is a $1 discount if you bring a food
donation for Silverton Area Community
Aid.

Daniel Jamsa, science teacher at Mark
Twain

For additional information, visit www.
silvertondodgeball.com

Steve Roth, social studies teacher at
SHS.

Butte Creek Robotics

For additional information, call either the
school or the district office at
503-873-5303.

Spring Break starts early

Just a reminder to all parents: Spring
Break begins on Friday March 20. There
will be no school. Spring Break starts
early this year because Silverton High
School is hosting the State FFA convention. School is out March 20 to March 29
and resumes March 30.

Congratulations

On Feb. 28, several staff members of the
Silver Falls School District were honored
at the Silverton First Citizen Banquet.
Congratulations to classified members:
Dan Magee, campus security at Silver-

Kriston Norris, special needs assistant at
Eugene Field

Stephanie Lovrien, teacher at Eugene
Field

Silverton High School teacher Jim
Brueckner was the recipient of the community Lifetime Achievement Award.
Congratulations to all for the great work
you do.

Dodgeball Tournament

If you are thinking about dodging, dipping and darting, it’s time to sign up for
the annual Silverton Dodge Ball Tournament, a fundraiser for the high school
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The winning streak continues.

For the second year, Butte Creek
Elementary School’s robotic team will
compete at the national level. The team
defeated 28 other schools in January to
win an invitation to compete at nationals in April.
The team members are middle school
students Korina Chadwick, Cody
Vaughn, Mason Bernel and Quinn
Sadaka.

Silver Falls School District

