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Superintendent’s Message

Moving forward in 2015
As we head into the holiday season and
a new calendar year, I am reminded of
the importance of others – our families,
friends, colleagues and the experiences
and traditions we share with each other.
We continue to focus on the goal of
“moving forward…together” as a school
district. Our schools and each of our district
communities define who we are.
This past year and a half has been a time
of listening and learning for us. While I
believe we are strengthening connections
between our 13 district schools and within
our communities, we know we still have
work to do.

Superintendent
Andy Bellando

Our efforts to improve two-way communication to and from the district
will continue as we put the election and the school bond measure behind
us and work towards a solution to address our facility needs, including our
most pressing needs at Eugene Field School.
I am very proud of our new Strategic Plan developed with input from
teachers, staff members, students, parents and community members.
The plan has been approved by the board and is designed to better prepare all of our students for success in school and life.
Please stay involved and take the time to learn about the Strategic Plan
by visiting the District website (silverfallsschools.org). Copies are also
available at each school and at the district office. It is a thoughtful, easy
to read document and truly reflects our priorities – district wide. Moving
into 2015, we will continue to share information about our work to move
the plan forward. What we need from you, our friends and neighbors, is to
help us celebrate our successes and face our challenges as a united district.
There are many examples to celebrate since the beginning of the school
year. Our school and district reports cards were just placed on the district
website. Note the academic improvements from last year and our performance as compared to all other Oregon schools, especially at the middle
and high school levels. We recently received word that five of our high
school fall sport teams made the OSAA “top 10” highest GPA list of all 5A
schools in Oregon, with girls and boys cross country teams leading the
state with an average GPA of 3.88. Impressive!
Our first celebration of the New Year will focus on the dedicated group of
special education teachers and classified staff members who are currently
serving more than 520 special needs students from throughout the district.
We are proud to highlight this team of specialists who have devoted their
careers to teaching and nurturing their students for a lifetime of achievement and success. They are a model example of working together for the
benefit of all students in the district. We would also like to thank our special education students and their families for their trust and partnership.
Together we are building a better future for each student we serve.
Stay tuned for more information about special education and other programs in the coming months. Please stay in touch with me and our team
members if you have questions, comments or suggestions.
Have a safe and happy holiday season.

The sophomores defeated the juniors to win the first Macho Volleyball tournament.

Giving back – a mission of choice
Silverton High

Experience has taught
Johni Ferro that when
the students at Silverton
High School are presented with a challenge, they are bound to meet it.

Especially if the prize they win for meeting the goal
involves seeing their principals ride tricycles, veteran

teachers perform a dance and new teachers
sing “I am a little teapot.”

Ferro, who is the student activities director, said the ASB students encouraged
their classmates to raise more than $5,000 in the annual
Coin Drive in November, with the money going to pur
Continued on page 2

Keeping the fun in kindergarten
There are days when
Callan Prough comes
home from school and
uses words that utterly
amaze his mom.

Evergreen

“He has a pretty incredible vocabulary,” Rebecca Prough
said. “It’s from what he’s learning in kindergarten.”
A volunteer in her son’s classroom at Evergreen
Elementary School, Rebecca said kindergarten has
changed tremendously.
“I remember when I was a kid in kindergarten that
we had nap time, snack time, play time and lots of art
projects,” Rebecca said. “I don’t remember working on
writing my letters or learning to read like the students
are doing now. The kindergarteners are much further

ahead in their learning than even a few
years ago”

Throughout the Silver Falls School
District, kindergarten teachers are preparing students to
meet the new academic requirements.
Evergreen kindergarten teacher Michelle Buckley has
found a way to blend the importance of kindergarteners
getting to explore learning with art, music and fun with
the need to meet the required academic criteria.
“As a kindergarten teacher, I try to keep learning fun
but come up with different ways to practice reading and
writing skills,” Buckley said.
“Every art project we do, the students have to write a
sentence about it.”
Continued on page 2

Focused on creating an AWESOME environment
On a chilly day this fall, Victor Point and Silver Crest
Elementary School students didn’t have to guess their principal’s favorite word.

Silver Crest
Victor Point

Jamie McCarty, who is the new principal at both schools,
wore a T-shirt with his favorite word on it to a recent
student recognition assembly at Silver Crest Elementary
School.
McCarty used the word to describe the students, the staff
and the schools.

McCarty said October was also dedicate to teaching students anti-bullying lessons. At an assembly at Silver Crest,
McCarty said he hopes every student can be the kind of
person who lends a helping hand to someone in need.
“We can all respect us for being us,” he said. “We want to
make sure every student who comes to our school feels
comfortable and safe being here.”

The word is “awesome” and that’s what McCarty wants for
all his students and staff – to have an awesome day, each
and every day they are at school.

The students watched a video at the beginning of the
month about the importance of being kind to one another.
The second week, the students wrote a compliment about
another student or a staff member that were read in class
and displayed on the school walls.

To achieve that goal, McCarty said the staff and students
at both schools are focusing on a life skill each month. The
first two were learning the importance of resilience and
kindness, with the staff at both schools looking for students
who modeled the words. In November, students focused on
imagination and creativity – how to look at things differently, think outside the box and about creativity.

Rather than place the focus on behaviors staff does not
want to see or hear from students – such as don’t run in the
hall or talk loudly in the cafeteria – McCarty said they are
teaching students what they want to see and hear – kindness, respectfulness, resilience and more.

“We are focused at both schools on creating a positive setting for education,” McCarty said.

McCarty said it doesn’t matter if a school is small, medium
or large when it comes to students bullying other students.

Through weekly lessons, assemblies and school wide challenges, McCarty said the staff is crating a positive tone for
the students at Victor Point and Silver Crest.

“Kids can be mean to one another and now with social
media, they have another way to be bullies,” he said.
“Unfortunately, social media can make it less apparent.”

“We have done a ton of work around anti-bullying campaign, motivation, believing in ourselves and having a
great heart,” he said.

Creating a positive climate in both schools is a priority,
McCarty said, because if a student doesn’t feel safe or welcomed at school, he or she won’t want to attend.

For example, McCarty said there are times when going to
school can be tough for kids – for many reasons and that’s
why they learn what it means to be resilient.
“There may be times when your homework is hard and
you want to give up or you are having a tough time with a
friend,” he said. “We want to teach our kids to never
give up.”

“I believe the life skills each student learns are as important as the academic lessons they learn in the classroom,”
McCarty said. “How we respond, react and attack the day
all determine our success.”

Silver Crest/Victor Point Principal Jamie McCarty greeted a student before a
school assembly.

“Our staffs are really placing the focus on the behaviors
we want to see in kids and acknowledging kids who show
those behaviors,” he said, adding if students see their peers
being rewarded for positive behaviors than they will behave
that way too.

The Bulletin Board . . .
Butte Creek cafeteria roof

Winter Weather

Mark Twain Food Drive

Financial Aid Night

On social media sites to board meetings,
there has been a great deal of discussion
about the cafeteria roof at Butte Creek
Elementary School.

December brings the official arrival of
winter weather

Mark Twain students are holding a
food drive to benefit Silverton Area
Community Aid, SACA Jan. 6 - 27.
Students welcome donations of
non-perishable food or money. At the
end of the food drive, the five staff
members with the most food in their
collection will get a pie in the face at
the Spirit Assembly on Feb. 6. The five
students who bring in the most food
will get to deliver the pie to the staff
members. This annual event helps stock
SACA’s shelves after holidays.

Parents and seniors of the Class of 2015
- this is a night not to miss, especially if
you plan on attending college. Silverton
High School is hosting Financial Aid
Night 7 p.m. – 9 p.m. Monday, Dec. 1
in the choir room. Senior students and
their parents can learn more about the
free application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA). Special guest Katy O’Neil is our
Financial Aid Expert who will present on
Financial Aid Night.

To provide community members with
accurate information, Butte Creek
Elementary School Principal Kevin
Palmer stated neither he nor the district
staff would allow students and staff to
occupy the school’s cafeteria if it were
unsafe.
He has heard discussions the cafeteria’s
roof could collapse at any moment and
wants to assure that is not true.
“In the absence of a heavy load on the
roof such as snow or ice, the cafeteria
is a safe place to be,” Palmer said. “We
would not be using it if we knew it was
unsafe.”
The roof is monitored on a monthly
basis, he said.
If it were determined the cafeteria was
unsafe to use, the school and district has
a plan on how to serve students breakfast and lunch.

When the snow, ice or freezing rain hits,
there is always the question – school or
no school.
To make sure you have up-to-date information if schools are going to be closed
or delayed, signed up for the district’s
One Call.
In case of a delay, school closure or
emergency, you will receive an automatic call from the district providing you
with the current information.
You can also visit your school’s or the
district website at
www.silverfallsschools.org to learn if
there has been a school closure, or
watch for updates on your local television news channel.
For more information call the district
office at 503-873-5303

Oregon All-State Ensembles
Congratulations to the following
students who auditioned and were
accepted into their Oregon All-State
Ensembles.
Choir: Sarah Cleary and Alex Canfield
Band: Marah Christenson and Cassia
Catterall
In January, the students will gather
in Eugene for a weekend of intense
rehearsals, followed by a performance at
the Hult Center.
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Holiday music programs
If you are looking for a way to fill your
heart with holiday cheer, there are free
music programs.
Here’s a list:
Scotts Mills Winter Music program, 7
p.m. Dec. 4 at Silverton High, 1456 Pine
St.
Silverton High School band and choir,
7 p.m. Dec. 11 at the high school.
Mark Twain, 7 p.m. Dec. 16 at SHS
Bethany Charter, 6:30 p.m. Dec. 18 at
the school.

Silver Falls School District

Kindergarten – the learning goals have changed

From page 1

Visit Evergreen’s webpage and click on the
kindergarten link and you’ll find Buckley
has posted many examples of her students
learning while also having fun.

“Our letters will be shared with soldiers in
their troop. They are currently closing up
bases and securing areas for the Afghan
military,” Buckley said.

Students received pumpkins which turned
into lessons on counting seeds into groups
of 10 and reading, writing and sharing
pumpkin books. Autumn leaves turned
into student-created leaf people and the
children wrote about what each could do.

Eighth-grader Marcus Smith patiently
worked with kindergartener Miles Bradley
on his letter.

After reading with their eighth-grade
buddy, the students held a book character
parade and shared what was real and what
was fiction from the cast of characters that
included unicorns, dragons and fairies.

Marcus said he enjoys helping Miles and
seeing how much he has improved with his
reading and writing.

“When I get my writing mixed up, he
shows me how to do it right,” Miles said,
as he watch Marcus erase some words.

Buckley said the eighth-grade buddies
have commented on how kindergarten has
changed.

A lesson on eight-legged spiders contained
stories and songs, then students wrote a
story and read it to their new “classmate”
Spinderlla.
Buckley said when she first began teaching
kindergarten, it was more about teaching
students their letters so they could begin
to learn to read in first grade. Now, she
said, kindergarteners need to know 39 site
words by the end of the year.
“There is also a push to make sure they are
reading,” she said.
In November, the Evergreen kindergarten

“I think the expectations are more intense
for kindergarteners now than when the
eighth-graders were in kindergarten,” she
said.
KIndergarten student Miles Bradley listened to an explanation on how to write a letter from eighth-grader Marcus Smith.

students and their eighth-grade learning
buddies wrote letters to military personnel.
Buckley asked her students what they
wanted to thank the soldiers for and their
list included bringing medicine to people,
being strong and having courage.

The eighth-grade buddies helped their student write the letter, using Post-It notes for
words students needed help spelling.
Buckley sent the letters to Roth/Eastman
Heating in Canby, that has three connections in Afghanistan.

Believing the kindergarten students are
capable of meeting the new academic
demands, Buckley said she aims to pack
learning with fun into the students’ day.
“I think it’s important they still have art
and music and free time to explore,” she
said. “My goal is to make their learning fun
and meaningful.”

Silverton High finds new ways to contribute to the community
From page 1

a band or choir concert or promoting the school’s clubs.
Everything we do is to build and enrich the school’s community.”

chase gifts for the Tree of Giving.
Ferro said students at Silver Crest, Victor Point, Mark
Twain and Pratum also raised money for the Coin Drive.

The students understand that enriching the community
goes beyond the high school’s walls, Ferro said.

At an assembly on Nov. 21, the students were entertained
by the staff.

“They want to do what they can to make their community
an even better place to live,” she said.

What inspires Ferro is seeing how the ASB students
encourage their classmates to participate in the activities
during Coin Drive Week. There was a Chili Feed and
Bingo Night, Penny Wars, teacher karaoke, approved
pranks and for the first time, a Macho Volleyball tournament.

Sophomores Natalie Muller, Megan Mannion, Madi
Arrington and Carmen Illisoi are all ASB members who
helped organized events for the Coin Drive.
Natalie said organizing the Coin Drive took a great deal of
work.

The volleyball team and ASB leaders organized a volleyball
tournament where boys formed teams and competed for
the trophy, with the sophomore class defeating a juniors
for the prize.

“It was worth it because we earned enough money to purchase presents for 90 to 100 families,” Natalie said.
Madi students understand the importance of begin there
for each other at school and being there for their community.

Wearing silly costumes and questioning calls made by the
referees, the boys mostly laughed a great deal in their quest
to help raise money for the Coin Drive.

“We want to do our part to give back to our community
because we think it’s important,” Madi said.

“Everything we do is to make Silverton High School a better place for all students,” Ferro said.

Megan was excited about the participation in the first
Macho Volleyball tournament and is already thinking of
how to get more people involved next year.

She also appreciates how the high school students are
eager and willing to give back to the community, adding
students can be found volunteering at Silverton Area
Community Aid and local events such as the Christmas
Festival at Silver Falls State Park. When asked to raise
money or help an organization in town, they tackle the
project with enthusiasm.

culture of school spirit, caring and thoughtfulness.”

“Our leadership students want to make Silverton High
School a place students want to be,” she said.

Ferro said there are 60 ASB students who serve a student
body of 1,250.

“We create a birthday bulletin board and recognize student
achievement. The leadership students’ job is to create a

“Our motto is Big them. Little us,” she said. “Our goal is
to support the student body whether it is attending a play,

The first Macho Volleyball Tournament was a fundraiser for the Coin Drive.

And that’s the goal of ASB leadership students - to find
ways to eancourage their peers to participate at their
school and their community.
Ferro said students ask the community to support them –
whether it’s attending an event or helping to raise money.
That’s one reason the students find ways to give back.
“When students volunteer, it sends a message to everyone
that we care about our community,” Carmen said.
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After-school clubs, classes expand opportunities
Even after the bells rings at the end of the
school day, the learning continues at Butte
Creek Elementary School.

members to attend and enjoy the students’
performances.
“The dinner is a way to raise awareness
about the Russian culture,” Palmer said.

Eager to provide students opportunities
to enhance their learning, the school
offers several after-school programs, each
charging a small tuition.

BAND
Palmer hopes to see more Butte Creek
Elementary students participating in the
after-school band program taught by Tim
Duffy.

“Our goal is to provide different options
for kids to do,” Principal Kevin Palmer
said. “There are some kids who have sports
after school. We want to provide activities for kids who have other interests and
would like to have activities for just about
everybody.”

“Right now we have five students and
I would like to see it grow from there,”
he said. “The class is one hour on
Wednesdays and costs $20 a month.”
Duffy also is teaching band class after
school at Scotts Mills and Central Howell.

ROBOTICS CLUB
The excitement and enthusiasm for the
robotics club continues, especially after the
team traveled to Omaha, Neb., last April
to compete at the national level. Always
eager to provide students additional learning opportunities, teacher Stacy Boost has
added another level to the robotics club.
She has started a VEX-IQ team, which she
described would be like a junior varsity
team learning the skills before it can compete at the next level, VEX.
“The VEX-IQ team is the first of its kind
in Oregon,” Principal Kevin Palmer said.

Members of the Butte Creek Robotics Club display their robots.

Butte Creek
“Stacy has put a ton of time and energy
into the club as a way to begin teaching
students about robots, programming and
performing tasks.”
RUSSIAN CLASS
About 50 students are learning how to

AKA SCIENCE
read, speak and write in Russian as well
about its history and culture. The middle
school students meet daily in their elective
class while the first and second grade students meet on Tuesday and Thursday and
the third through fifth grade students meet
on Wednesday and Friday for an hour.
A self-supporting program, the group will
put on a Russian dinner on Friday, Jan. 16
at 6 p.m. Palmer encourages community

Teacher Cindy McKeeny invites students
in grades kindergarten through third
grade to have a blast exploring science.
The eight-week session is offered in the
fall, winter and spring, with Butte Creek
students getting first dibs on attending and
then opened to other students.
“It’s a hands-on class with a different
theme each session. This fall, we did
Science Safari and last winter, it was
Digging for Clues,” McKeeny said.

Parent clubs provide the extras that make a difference
Once a month at two different times,
Dustin Hoehne meets with some “real
go getters.” The principal of Pratum
and Central Howell Elementary schools,
Hoehne is grateful for the hard work, dedication and willingness to pitch in to do
what it takes to benefit the students by the
parent clubs.

Pratum
Central Howell
“If a teacher needs something for the classroom and makes a reasonable request, the
parent club will see it happens,” Hoehne
said.

From fundraising to pay for supplies, field
trips and other items, to organizing school
and community events, Hoehne said the
parent club members make a tremendous
difference at each school.
“Both Pratum and Central Howell are
really great schools but they would both
have a really hard time paying for things if
it weren’t for the generous support of the
parent clubs,” Hoehne said. “Our schools
would not be the same if we didn’t have
them. We wouldn’t have the extras we do
because they are willing to volunteer their
time and to raise money to benefit the students.”
CENTRAL HOWELL PARENT CLUB
The mother of four boys ranging in age
from 3 to 8 years old, Erin Dettwyler is the
president of Central Howell Parent Club.
She attended her first parent club meeting
when her oldest son was in kindergarten
and quickly learned how vital a role it
plays in providing support for the staff and
students.
When she meets with other Central Howell
parents, she’s amazed how well everyone
works together.
“I enjoy seeing ideas flying around the

The Pratum pirate float won Best Representation of Theme at this year’s Silverton High Homecoming Parade.

table,” she said. “I think the reason we
work well together is we all have the same
mindset that we want to be there to support the kids and the teachers. We want to
do what we can to make the school even
better than it already is.”
Selling fried Twinkies and Oreos along
with sausages at Oktoberfest is a major
fundraiser for the Central Howell Parent
Club, raising more than $10,000. They also
do other fundraisers including selling butter braids. Besides helping purchase items
for the school – the club recently bought a
water filter system for each drinking fountain – they organize the Harvest Carnival,
a community picnic and Grandparents’
Day. Club members and their students
recently spent two hours raking leaves at
the school.

PRATUM PARENT CLUB
Hoehne appreciates the smallest to the
largest acts of kindness from the Pratum
Parent Club. On the Friday before
Thanksgiving, the parent club purchased and prepared all the fixings for a
Thanksgiving lunch to serve to staff and
students. Pratum parent Ben Johnston is
working to build a restroom next to the
school’s gym, something the school really
needs. The plan is to begin construction in
late spring or early summer.
Through a variety of fundraisers including
the school’s traditional Pancake Breakfast
every spring, Hoehne said parents raise
$9,000 to $12,000. The parents recently
purchased accelerated readers for $1,000,
a valuable tool to help students with their
reading skills.

Pratum Head Teacher Lisa Freauff made
a long list of the things the Pratum Parent
Club has done including building the
school’s gym, remodeling the kitchen and
paying for field trips, novels, Oregon Battle
of the Books fees, athletics, classroom
supplies and National Geographic Bee and
Pentagame participation fees.
At Silverton High’s Homecoming Parade,
the Pratum float was awarded “Best
Representation of Theme.” A committee
came up with a plan and worked with each
grade for the overall finished product.
Freuff said the parent club is willing to
take it to the “next level on the behalf of
our school and community.”
Hoehne said both the Pratum and Central
Howell Parent Clubs make great schools,
even better. He appreciates how the parents care and want to do what they can.
“We couldn’t do the extra things for the
kids without the support of both the parents club,” Hoehne said. “They are both
very generous with their time and energy.
They are enthusiastic and always asking
what they can do to be helpful to the
school.”
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