Silver Falls School District News

CLASS NOTES
Link Crew dedicated to welcoming freshmen

October 2014

District Office • 802 Schlador St., Silverton, OR 97381 • 503-873-5303

SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE

Off and running
We’re off to a great start as we settle into the 2014-15 school year.
There seems to be a renewed energy among our staff as we welcome many new members to the district team and work together to
embrace a collective approach to individual student growth.
“Moving Forward. Together” continues
to be a guiding theme as we reflect on
our recent strategic visioning efforts.
We also remain focused on our District
Mission: Together...cultivating character
and academic growth in each student.
Every day.

Band director revives a tradition
“They have done great,” Petrik said.
“Marching band is a sport. The hours
of practice are intense. They need to
play an instrument and march – two
skills that don’t necessarily go together.”

Whether they are performing at
home football games at McGinnis
Field, marching in the Homecoming
Parade or playing in the parking lot
at Safeway for 99.5 The Wolf’s Mark
and Amy show, the Silverton High
School marching band has sent its
message loud and clear.

Petrik has taught music at Kennedy
High School in Mount Angel and also
at Sherwood High School, where the
marching band took first place in the
Portland Rose Festival Starlight
Parade. At Silverton, Petrik also
teaches concert, wind ensemble, percussion and jazz bands.

The band is back and ready and
eager to raise the roof on school and
community spirit.
Silverton High School band director
Frank Petrik is excited to see the
return of the marching band. The
program ended in the early 1990s.
He started it again this year.

Superintendent

You will continue to see and hear these
Andy Bellando
fundamental ideas as we work together to enhance our district culture and build stronger ties with our
communities.
We have completed the Strategic Visioning Plan that many of you have
helped us create. In September, the school board approved this document
that describes the education qualities our community has identified as top
priorities.
On the education side, academic growth for our students remains
strong as we look at state achievement scores. Our middle and high
school reading and math scores are increasing significantly thanks
to the hard work of our students and talented, dedicated staff.
Finally, our district leadership team has been working to ensure
that community members have the factual information they need
to make an informed decision about the school bond that will be on
the Nov. 4 ballot.
We continue to invite your questions and concerns as we strive to
address the future needs of our aging facilities.
What gives me an incredible sense of pride each day about our
school district is how often community members support our students. As I tossed candy from the district's float during the
Homecoming Parade on Friday, Sept. 19, I was delighted to see so
many people lining the streets and cheering for our high school
band, dance team, clubs, cheerleaders and athletes. The floats created by the elementary schools were amazing and the spirit of our
Future Foxes was a delight for all to see. The Homecoming parade
was just a warm-up to how community members voiced their
enthusiasm and pride for its students at the Homecoming Football
game.
As I visited with people at the game, I saw the dedicated Foxes
football fans. And then there were people who were at the game just because. Because it doesn't matter if they have a child on the
field, in the band or sidelines cheering. What our communities
pride themselves on is supporting OUR students. We know if we
show them we believe in them and care about their growth they
can do wonders.

Continued on page 4

“When I was hired to be the band
director at Silveton High, I was asked
to grow and develop the band and
make it part of the school and the
community,” he said.

“I think a marching band is integral
part of the community’s and school’s
spirit,” he said.
Just like fall athletics, the marching
band began practicing in August.

Petrik said the biggest challenge the
marching band faces is raising money
for uniforms and instruments. The
marching band members worked in
the Silver Fox Foundation booth during Oktoberfest. He’s
grateful for the parents’ support and for the new booster
club to help with the fundraisings.
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Junior Ally Schmidt said the marching band members have improved a great deal since the
first practices when they were “bumping into one another.”
“Mr. Petrik would use a video on marching bands to give
us an idea how good we can be,” she said. “That’s what we
are working towards.”
Petrik said he is excited to see how well his students are
performing and how much support they have received
from the community.

On Saturday, Oct. 25, the marching band is having “Band
Day” where they will be going door-to-door asking for
support of the program. They also are planning on having
a table at Roth’s grocery store.
Continued on page 2

Discipline – a tool to help navigate life
April Murphy wants the students
and staff at Mark Twain Middle
School to reconsider how they think
of the word “discipline.”
Too often, she said, when a student
learns he is going to be disciplined,
he thinks he is going to be punished.
“Every moment is a teachable
moment,” she said. “I am not here to
discipline them. I am here to teach
them. Being disciplined is a gift
because it means you take responsibility for your action.”
As the dean of students, Murphy
wants to teach students to think of
discipline as a way of learning to be
in control and responsible for their
thoughts, actions and words.
“When students come to see me in
my office for something they have
done, it is my job to help them be
the best person they can be and help

MARK TWAIN
them navigate their life choices,”
Murphy said.
Often when students are sent to see
her, Murphy said they are defensive
because they assume they are going
to get into trouble.
“If they are defensive, they are not
going to learn,” she said. “Once they
learn we are just going to have a
conversation and I am not here to
shame them or make them feel bad,
they relax.”
A graduate of Churchill High
School, Murphy, 29, received her
bachelor’s degree from Southern
Oregon University and her master’s
degree from Northwestern Christian
College. Before joining Mark Twain,
she worked at an elementary school.

Her experience has taught her that if
she treats students with respect, they
will reflect it back.
“I think the students come to realize
that I am on their side and the consequences for their actions are fair,”
she said. “I think if students know
you care for them, they will rise to
your expectations.”
Recently, she said, she was called to
the “scene of a crime” where one boy
pushed down another. She invited
both boys to her office and chatted
with them about what happened,
why they did what they did and
what they could do differently the
next time.
When they left, the boys shook
hands, apologized and agreed after
school detention was a fair consequence.
Continued on page 2

High school marching band sets first year goals

From page 1

To participate in events such as the Rose Festival Parade, Petrik
said the students have to wear a marching band uniform – with
one uniform costing $350 per player. There is a difference in
playing with concert and marching band instruments, he said,
adding most students have concert instruments.
“We really need quality instruments like Sousaphones, French
horns and more,” he said.
There are currently 65 students in marching band with the goal
of having 15 percent of the student population involved, Petrik
said. The marching band plays at home football games and a
drum line will perform at basketball games.
“Right now, this is about performing for our community,” he
said. “We are not ready yet to compete, but eventually that is
our goal.”
Freshman Giselle Aguirre plays the symbols. Although practices
were challenging at first to learn the routines, she’s glad she
joined marching band.
“It’s been a great experience especially since I have met so many
new friends,” Aguirre said.
Caitlin Fisher, a;so a freshman, plays the tenor saxophone.
“It’s been fun learning all the formations,” she said. “It’s also cool
we are restarting a tradition after 20 years. It’s a big step for the
band program and I am glad to be a part of it.”
Senior Evan Merklin said it “feels really special to be starting
the tradition of having a marching band again.”
“We are working toward something,” he said. “We are working
toward being a part of the school’s spirit. We are grateful for the

The Silverton High marching band took to the streets for the Homecoming parade

energy from people in the community who have supported the
marching band.”
As he begins to look at colleges, Merklin said it will definitely be
a benefit to have played in the marching band. “It will help
when I audition at colleges,” he said. “It’s a good skill to have.”

Senior Adrian Krouze admits he is “bummed” the marching
band didn’t start sooner. “It has been a lot of fun and I have met
a lot of new friends. I think by starting it again this year it has
inspired other students to consider joining marching band and
to realize we are capable of achieving.”

Dean of students wants discipline to be a positive experience
“It’s not about what the student did wrong,”
she said. “It’s about teaching them to navigate how to handle the situation differently
next time.”

choices. We are thrilled to have her on our
team,” Chandler said.
Office Manager Christie DeSantis said
Murphy is an incredible addition.

She also shared with the boys how they
both have the ability to make a name for
themselves and only they can decide if they
are going to use their skills in a positive
way.

“Her ability to connect with staff, students
and parents with such ease is a delight to
watch,” DeSantis said. “Her willingness to
jump in wherever necessary is very much
appreciated. Mrs. Murphy sets clear guidelines and expectations that are well received
by students. Her positive energy is infectious!”

A girl shared with Murphy how she heard
another girl saying hurtful things about her
in the hallway. Murphy asked the girl if it
would help if she sat with her when she
told the other girl how she felt. By teaching
the girls how to navigate a conversation
where they addressed their concerns without resorting to name calling, Murphy said
it helped both, with the later girl apologizing.
Believing it’s important to provide students
with the tools to be successful, Murphy has
a list of proactive steps she is going to take,
including anti-bullying lessons, teachers
rewarding students for good behavior with
Gotcha Being Good cards, and posters with
the school’s values.
“Mark Twain students are pretty great, but
we can teach the skills to make them even
greater,” Murphy said.
Assistant Superintendent Dandy Stevens
was the principal of Mark Twain last spring
when she asked her staff for input on the
school’s budget.
Their unanimous response was more technology and either a dean or assistant principal to help with the day-to-day student
management and attendance.
“With the change in the teacher evaluation
system requiring more observations and
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Too often, Murphy said, parents and other
adults seem mystified when a student does
something and when asked why they
respond, “I don’t know.”
Adults expect students to have the skills to
make the correct choice but too often
adults are not teaching the skills they need
to do so, she added.
Mark Twain Dean of Students April Murphy visits with a student who came to her office just to chat.

different kinds of observations, it was really
impossible for me as the principal to be in
classrooms that amount of time and still be
able to address the issues that arise with
student discipline and parent concerns in a
timely manner,” Stevens said.
“I was looking for someone who had a skill
set to be able to pre-teach positive behaviors, who had experience in student discipline in a positive way and who would also
be a good resource for teachers as they
work to understand students and their specific needs. April had those qualifications.
In fact, when I called Salem Keizer for her
reference check, one of April’s previous
principal’s said ‘She is the best hire I ever

made.’ ”
When you hear “dean of students,” art
teacher Shana Chandler said an authoritative disciplinarian comes to mind.
But that doesn’t describe Mrs. Murphy,
Chandler added.
“She is positive, caring and overall just a
great fit for Mark Twain because she is not
reactive in her approach to discipline,”
Chandler said, adding the focus at Mart
Twain is to help students succeed and
Murphy understands that.
“Her approach is completely proactive and
emphasizes teaching students positive
behaviors and the ability to make good

“I am here to equip the students with the
tools to be successful not just here at Mark
Twain but as they go throughout life,”
Murphy said.
Within the safety of the school walls is the
place for students to learn.
“I tell the students that it is OK to make a
mistake as long as they learn from it,” she
said. “I don’t like saying they are in trouble.
I like to start the conversation with how
they can make better choices.”
“Our goal is to make sure the students
know what we expect of them,” Murphy
said. “Middle school students have the ability to understand the decisions they make.
We are here to teach them there is power in
their words and they can solve their problems if they have the tools to do so.”
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FFA prepares Silverton for an invasion of blue coats
In March, there will be an foray of blue
coats at Silverton High School.

it’s a chance to show-off our town,” McArthur
said. “We haven’t had a convention on the
west side of the state in a long time.”
Woodburn and Canby held the convention
about 10 years ago.

“Be prepared for an invasion of wellbehaved, energetic and enthusiastic high
school students who have lots of energy
and will be every where,” said Silverton
High School industrial arts and FFA
advisor Sarah McArthur.

McArthur said she knows her FFA students
enjoy traveling to new towns and exploring
what is there, so she expects others students
will want to explore what Silverton and surrounding communities have to offer.

The Silverton High School FFA Chapter
will host the 87th annual Oregon
Association of FFA state convention
Friday, March 20 to Monday, March 23.
There will be no school for all district
students on March 20.

FFA members will also perform a community
project, McArthur said, adding in previous
years they have helped a local food bank.
Silverton Chamber of Commerce Executive
Director Stacy Palmer said the chamber put
together information packets for the state
FFA conference in March on the local hotels
and bed and breakfast inns. The chamber also
handed out several boxes of its visitors guides
“so potential attendees could see a little about
Silverton ahead of time.”

“It’s a big deal for Silverton to host the
convention,” she said. “All the hotels in
Silverton were booked the day after the
convention in March.”
The Oregon FFA State convention is held
each spring. Past and present FFA members gather to compete in a variety of
leadership events. The convention also
provides members an opportunity to
learn what other chapters are doing, as
well as attend seminars.

Silverton High FFA members joined the Homecoming celebration on a float featuring a tractor and vintage wagon.
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To prepare for the upcoming convention, the Silverton FFA
will be working with community and business leaders to
inform them of what to expect during the convention.
Every three years, McArthur said, the student-run event
with its keynote speakers, leadership classes and competitions is held at Oregon State University. High school FFA
chapters submit a bid to have it at their school on the off
years. Last year, it was at Mountain View High in Bend.
To give local businesses an idea of what to expect when
high school students, their parents and advisors visit
Silverton, McArthur shared what happened at a Denny’s

restaurant near Mountain View High.
“Bend is a big town. Much bigger than Silverton,” she said.
“By Sunday, the Denny’s had run out of ice cream. That’s a
lot of milkshakes.”
She estimates guests to Silverton could add $1 to $2 million
in tourism revenue during the four-day event. There are 105
FFA chapters and about 2,000 people may attend. She estimated guests spend around $300 per person.
“It’s an honor to be chosen to host the state convention and

The new STEM classroom
Taking a cue from the old phrase “When life
gives you lemons, made lemonade,” Scotts
Mills Principal Marilyn Annen decided to
make a positive out of a negative.

“It’s our goal that every student has his or her
own iPad to use in the classroom,” she said.
The STEM lab was designed for students to be
able to use the whiteboards to draw diagrams,
solve math problems or write ideas. The tables
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Silverton High Class of 2014 graduates Logan Kuenzi and
Megan Stadeli both took first place in their events at the
state convention. Logan will compete in job interview and
Megan will compete in advanced public speaking. Megan is
a FFA state officer. The state officers are responsible for
planning the convention.
Seniors Trey Renoud and Wyatt Qualey and juniors Austin
Kuenzi and Lucas Brown will compete at nationals in agricultural mechanics.

Bye, bye textbook
Merklin enjoys using
the program. Besides
the reading, writing and
test taking, the lessons
ask students to participate – whether it is by
singing, acting or solving a problem.

BETHANY

Now called the STEM classroom – Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math – the
classroom serves as the place to teach science ,
work on Robotics programs both during and
after school and other classroom projects.

One reason a computer lab wasn’t necessary
for the school, Annen said, is because computers have gone from monitors and towers to
hand held iPads. There are six classrooms at
Scotts Mills, and three have iPads for each student. Another set rotates classroom to classroom.

In October, current and past members of the Silverton FFA
chapter will travel to Louisville, Kentucky to compete at the
national convention.

The backpacks of the
seventh and eighth
grade students at
Bethany Charter
School are a little lighter this year. Instead of
having a history book, the students use
computers to read chapters, complete
assignments and take tests.

Last December when temperatures plummeted below freezing, pipes burst in the computer
lab at the school. Now with a new look, new
purpose and a new name, Annen said the new
classroom will serve students for future generations, as well help them meet the requirements for the Common Core standards.

“With the new Core Curriculum, we are
working to integrate those subjects into everything we do,” Annen said.

The chamber is also letting local businesses
know the state convention is coming to town,
she added.

Students use iPads to complete work.

SCOTTS MILLS
and chairs can be easily moved to make way
for more room for projects.
“Today, learning is much more about students
participating and teachers facilitating,” she
said.
Randle Brown is the new sixth, seventh and
eighth grade science teacher and eighth math
grade teacher. He and other teachers use the
new lab for a variety of STEM projects. The
lab was paid for with donations, volunteer
labor and the insurance claim from the flood.

Teacher Kim Merklin said the history
books the school had for its middle school
students were outdated. She asked Principal
Kathy Frank if she could use the “History
Alive” program. The middle school students
are studying American History – Westward
Expansion.
“Portland Public Schools use the program
which is updated automatically,” she said.
On a recent day, Merklin asked her students
what a ballad was? Why did pioneers making their way West sing ballads? They discussed whether a ballad was more like a
country or pop song.
The class divided into groups, and each had
to explain what their stanza meant. As they
listened to the words of Sweet Betsy from
Pike, they shared how the song was a
glimpse into history and what happened to
people who made the journey west.
This lesson is one of many examples of why

“What I like about this program is it hits
more learning styles,” she said. The program
costs $20 per student annually. History texts
can cost $80 to $150 each.
“If you get a textbook, you are committed
to it for eight to 10 years, even if it becomes
outdated,” Merklin said.
Because many of her students are technological savvy, she said it’s easy for them to
use the program. Students who are second
language learners or not up to reading level
can listen to the text and follow along.
Because assignments are on the computer,
Merklin said students don’t have the “I forgot my book” excuse for not doing homework. Parents also can log-in and see what
students are learning and check grades.
“I think for the students to learn this way is
less intimidating,” she said. “They are used
to using a computer to do things. The program has the same content as a textbook. It
just presents it in a way students enjoy
using.”
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Student curiosity leads to a ‘Going Out’
It isn’t a field trip. And it’s not a requirement for fourth, fifth
and sixth grade students.
Insead, it’s a choice a student gets to make about where he
or she wants to go in the community to find answers to a
topic they are curious about.
Community Roots Director Miranda Traeger said “Going
Outs” are a tradition in the Montessori schools.
“Going Outs are student driven, meaning the students gets
to decided where they want to do a Going Out,” Traeger
said.
She said her staff believes the classroom is larger than space
inside four walls, and students should have the opportunity
to explore what’s around them.
“Going Outs are another way for students to be responsible
for their own education,” Traeger said. “The idea for a Going
Out stems from a child’s own curiosity and their own
hunger for knowledge.”
Traeger said there’s a great deal of preparation a student
must do from the time he has an idea of what he wants to
explore to actually visiting the place.
Once a student decides where he wants to visit, he is
responsible for planning the outing and taking the necessary steps including contacting the person, asking for a
chaperone, inviting other students to join him and communicating why he wants to go and what he wishes to learn,
Traeger said.

Community Roots students visited with Kyle Palmer and the staff at Silver Creek Animal Clinic last year for a Going Out.
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“They also have to make a report to the classroom on what
they learned.”
Last year, Traeger said a student wanted to learn what a veterinarian does and what takes place at a vet’s office. The student called Silver Creek Animal Clinic and made the
arrangements for a tour.
“Before she called the vet’s office, she was really nervous,”
Traeger said. “She wrote a script of what she should say and
practiced a few times with a staff member before making
the call.”
Many of the skills the students are learning through Going
Outs can be transferred for their high school senior project,
she said.
“They are learning the skills they will need to start and
complete a project,” Traeger said.
Another student planned a Going Out to the technology
department at Silverton High School “They got to observe
and shadow what the high school students did,” she said.
“We are teaching our students to be independent thinkers
and that they are capable of taking all the steps necessary to
plan a Going Out,” she said.
While one student may have an idea of what she wants to
explore, Traeger said it takes several students working
together to plan the Going Out.
“It’s a wonderful thing to watch a student have an idea and

Mark your calendar
College Prep Nights
Freshmen – Freshmen will
visit Oregon State
University on Oct. 15.
Sophomores – All take the
PSAT Oct. 15.
Juniors – Junior Jazz
College Prep Night is 7
p.m. Oct. 27. National
College Fair Nov. 3 at
Portland Convention
Center.
Seniors - Financial Aid
Night is 7 p.m. Dec. 1
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take responsibility for pursuing learning more about their
interest,” she. “It allows children to have control in what they
learn.”
What excites Traeger about the program is it allows her students to learn from experts in the community.
“There is a deep bank of information in our community,”
she said. “Going Outs are another way for the school and
the community to work together to educate our students.”
Susan Andree, who teaches the fourth through sixth grade
students, said she does a lot of coaching to teach her students the skills they will need to have a successful Going
Out.
“When you give children the tools to learn the mysteries of
the adult world and how to do things such as make a phone
call, they take their learning seriously,” she said. “We are
teaching students all the skills and tools they need to know
to participate in the world such as how to have a conversation and what to do when you meet someone. How to be a
good listener and how to ask questions.”
“We are working to educate the whole child – socially, emotionally, creatively as well as academically,” she said. “A
Going Out is a way to teach the students to be responsible
and in control of their own education.

Seniors and parents: See
the Daily Bulletin for
updates on college visits,
scholarships and more.

Fall Theater Events

The Silver Mask Thespians
Haunted House is 8:30 to 11
p.m. Oct. 24; 6 to 8 p.m.
Oct. 25 and 8:30 to 10:30
Oct. 31 at Silverton High
School, 1456 Pine St.
The fall play is Harper Lee’s
classic tale, To Kill a
Mockingbird, presented at
7 p.m. Nov. 20, 21 and 22
at Silverton High. For

reserved seating, call 503873-6331, ext. 3778.

Fall Music Events

The Silverton High School
Fall Choir Concert is 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 22 at the
auditorium, 1456 Pine St.
The Halloween Band
Concert is 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 29 at the
auditorium. Both are free.

Fall Conferences

Conferences are Monday,
Nov. 24. There is no school
for students Nov. 25 - 28.

Community Roots students put on gloves to get a hands-on experience.
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Just as Homecoming is a longtime Silverton tradition - so is
coming together to support our students. We want them to
know we are and always will be their biggest fans.
For more information about the bond, please visit the Silver
Falls School District website at bond.silverfallsschools.org or
contact me via email at bellando_andy@silverfalls.k12.or.us or
phone 503-873-5303. Silver Falls School Board members can
also be reached at board@silverfalls.k12.or.us
Please take the time to stay informed and learn the facts
about the bond. This is an important decision for our community and we appreciate your careful consideration.
Thank you for your ongoing support and feedback. We look
forward to hearing from you.
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